Tent Cities, Homelessness
& Human Rights 2014

HUMAM RIGHT TO HOLSIMNG REFORT CARD
Student: United Statss of America

welcome =E§=

Submitted to the U.M. Human Rights Commitiee - -
August 23, 2013

The Rise of Tent Cities in the United States

Avvaen K Lowwsmis Brsesunosar. Huso Bacrs Cumc
Yiare Law Scwoos.

N‘LT[UN'\L L’U‘f CENTER
EE S&P

Eric Tars

Director of Human Rights &
Children’ s Rights Programs
Phone: 202-638-2535
E-mail: etars@nlchp.org
Web: www.nlchp.org




Presenters

e Eric Tars, N@@monal LLaw Center on
. Homelessne caPOVELL

« Amy.Sawyer, USSH INtEragency
oum'@mrt,m Ho. Q\Lssmc-cs



- Roadmap

1. Human RIGHIES REVIEWS
2 Tent Cities REPOKL

3. Human nght O FOUSING REPOKL

‘ .y ara
- 40 Brl

Ig




Human Rights Rewews

e Internationali \ukuwuuu@\wm&
Political RightiE€CRR)

. | nalnal Cot \\LLﬂUﬂbLﬂ ont Lhu,

fcruel mh mlan, and degrading
tment or punlsh ent (CAT)

~« Universal Periodic Review (UPR)

V4



Human nghts Rewews

* Spotlight or umuuﬂ@ numan EIignts
violations

iNg standagds and
mendationSgror Use npolicy

advocacy or litigaiion
e l\\’tunm. the rgtora




Human Rights Reviews

* U.S. reports s AnalyZeireport

L) ASTUNS U Uy

Article 2 -~ Equal Protection Of The Rights In The Covenant
Enacied Federal Laws
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training. The Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program awarded : o ; . .

nearty 51.4 billion in 2009 to more than 6,400 local programs to help prevent and Homelassness n the U”“Q‘? 513{9’5 under the International

end hemelessness for nearly a half million people. In addition, the financial Covenant on Civil and Political ﬂ"Q”ﬁ

reform legislation enacted in 2010 includes a new consumer protection bureau

that will help address the disproportionate effect of the foreclosure crisis on =
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communities of color.
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Equal Protection in Housing and Lending

air housing. Ensuring equal opportunity in housing is one of the stra
oals of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). HUD's
e of Fair ch.:mg and Equal Opportunity (FHEQ) administers am:l .
eral laws that prohibit discrimination on the bases of T \

national origin, disability, and familial status, and that require fe L, state and
local povernments to take proactive measures to ensure balanced living patterns.
The Fair Housing Act alse protects purchasers from discrimination in obtaining
loans for the purchase of housing, HUD further administers programs to educate
lenders, housing providers, developers, architects, home-seekers, landlords, and
tenants about their rights and obligations under the law. Working with national,
state, and local partne as well as the private and nonprofit sectors - FHEO is
involved in a cooperative effort to increase s to the natien's housing stock so
that more Americans can obtain housing of thei i Thn.- laws impleme tm:l
by FHEQ include the Fair Housing Ac

hmught by HUD include: (1
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« HRC asks questit s SUQOESEUESTIONS

Human Rights Committee

List of issues to be taken up in connection with the
consideration of the fourth periodic report of the United
States of America (CCPR/C/USA/4),adopted by the
committee at its 107th session, 11— 28 March 2013

6. Pleasze provide information on the imposition of crminal penalties on people living
on the streets. Please also provide mformation on the implementation of the 2009 Helping
Families Save Their Home Act and the creation of durable altematives to criminalization
measures to address homelessness.

T Pleaze provide mformation on obstacles to access of undocwmented migrants to
health services and higher education istitutions, and to federal and state programs
addressing such obstacles.

Right to life (art. §)

2. Pleaze provide information on:

a) death sentences imposed, the nmumber of executions camed out, the grounds for each
conviction and sentence, the age of the offenders at the time of comumitting the crime, and
their ethnic ongin;
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Council on Homelessness (U SICH) o
slesping, eating, siting, resting,
alternatives, rasylt i the de:

provide leadership, technica) assistance, and
alteratives.
18. “Opening Doors » i
12 s;::e first federal strategic plan to prevent and end homelessness urges
i @ approaches to reduce criminalization of homelas i
scember 2010, USICH and DOT's o

report released in Apri) 2012,

bitpvwew wsich poy .
2sset libmary RPT SoS l\d.'-.\ﬂ:h?ﬂ[;ggc"IEWLM\EFle

ST Sof Marchd012 pa

remedy sothat, if the court does

United States Interagency
Council on Homelessness

USICH Blog

07/17/2013 - Reducing the Criminalization of Homelessness

Today, USICH and the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty met with agency pariners to discuss new
strafegies to reduce criminakzation of homelessness. implementing alernatives to criminakzation of homelessness
requires interagency collaboration. The Depariment of State's “US. Report Concerming the international Covenant on
Civil and Poltical Rights to the Unled Nations®™ was just the catalyst needed to bring Federal agences and natanal
partners together arpund this fopic. Today's meeting will inform the Depariment of State’s oral argument on

crimnahzation of homelessness, which wil presented to the UN in Geneva, Swizerand m November

pubbc spaces. Crimin

homelessness by cresting additional barmers to accessing housing, employment, and services such as a criminal
record. Crminakzation policies also requing substantial state and local reso &8, making them moraky, kgaly, and
fiscally abjectionabh

Opening Doors includes a sirategy to reduce criminalization of homelkessness by defining constructive aernatives to
address sireet homelessness and considening incentives to urge clies 1o adopt these p December 2010
WSIKCH, Depariment of Justice, and Department of Housing and Urban Development, heid a summé on the creation of
constructive aermatives fo criminalizal of homelessness, which spur H to release Searching Out
Solutions. Thi hallenges the nation to look fo outreach, housing, and supportive services to provide a
sustanable, measurable answer to homelessness

Today's mesting wi

homelessness, ¥

experiencing homelessness, USICH encourages local communities in the United States

to look for opportunities to promote human rights and decrease criminglization of homelessness, Famiiarize yoursel!

of additional information on criminalization of homelessness
& USICH Searching Out Solutions report and webinar
» Departmant of Justice Resources for Law Enforcement — Akerngtives to the Criminalization of Homelessness

= Hational Law Cenier on Homelessness and Poverty, Criminalizing Crisis: The Criminaization of Homelessness in
U.5. Cities and A Dream Denied: The Criminalization of Homelessness in U.S. Cities

poated in
P ] by Elizabpth Grim
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SEARCHING OUT SOLUTIONS

Constructive Alternatives to the
Criminalization of Homelessness




Human Rights and Alternatives to
Criminalization: USICH Focus

= Searching out Solutions strategies -
http.//usich.gov/issue/human-rights

= Dialogue and follow up with Federal agencies and
national organizations.

= Work with the State Department on Human Rights
related to homelessness

= Conversations and outreach through newsletters, blogs,
and other media

“Providing shelter [and housing] is about more than charity and compassion,
it is about acting on a basic commitment enshrined in our Constitution.”

Kevin Lindsey, Commissioner of the Minnesota Dept. of Human Rights


http://usich.gov/issue/human-rights
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Housing as a Human Right

NLCHP
@NLCHPhomeless <.

The National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty uses the
power of the law td prevent and end homelessness in America.

Washington, DC - nichp.org

Follow NLCHP
Full na
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This is the second addition to a new blogs series (see
National Homeless

National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty’s advocal
Review of U.S. compliance with the ICCPR. The information " |5 i i ‘= 1 BERLDh
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homeless persons have no
hoice but to perform them
In public, and cease disparate
enforcement of other laws
that adversely affect
homeless persons.

erform in public due

to lack of available housing or
shelter space (Articles 2, 7, 9,
17, 21 and 26).
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Tent Cities

e Background
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Tent Cities_

Federal law
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State law
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Tent Cities

e International Law

« Right to shelter/housitie

 Right to life, dignity,
reedom from cruel and

Right to Dropertv. privacy
' S35 e w8 T TL o AE - 1
- Runamuck (Credit: NYTimes)
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Tent Cities

e Background
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The Rise of Tent Cities in the United States




o http://www.nlchp.o
HousingReport 2015
0620copy.pdf



Human Right to Housing
Report Card 2013

NATIONAL LAW CENTER
ON HOMELESSNESS & POVERTY

| http: /iwww.nlchp.org/.
Simply_Unacceptable

“Simply Unacceptable™:
Homelessness and the
Human Right to Housing
In the United States
2011

A Report of the
National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty

June 2011

1411 K Street, NW., Suite 1400
Washington, 5

Fax: 202
www.nlchp.org f




Human Right to Housing

Legal security of tenure
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~Brmoing Human Rights Home

HUMAN RIGHTS at HOME

A CAMPAIGN FOR A NEW DOMESTIC HUMAN RIGHTS AGENDA

e Nttp://Wwww.ushrnetwark.org/our-work/
campaign/human-rights-home-campaign

J



Ermoing Human Rights Home
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DIscussion & Questions

NATIONAL LAW CENTER
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