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Dear Friends,  
 

As I write, many of us are still stunned by the recent election results  — I know I am. 
But one thing is crystal clear: our work is now more important than ever before , and 
I’m writing to ask you to support us as generously as you can as we gear up for the 

challenges ahead. 

 

People experiencing homelessness are disproportionately members of racial and ethnic 
minorities, many are women, many are members of the  LGBTQ community, some are 
immigrants. Many Americans are feeling economic pain — and millions are vulnerable 

to homelessness, just a missed paycheck or unexpected expense away from eviction or 
foreclosure. Many are families. 

 
Families like Angela Spencer, and her nine-year-old son, Amarion. They became 
homeless when Angela was furloughed from her full-time job and lost her home to 

foreclosure.  
 

In addition to the hardship of losing his home, Amarion almost had to face the loss of 
his school. Claiming that Amarion was no longer a resident of the district because he 
was homeless, his school district repeatedly unenrolled him—in violation of federal law.  

 
With the help of the Law Center and our teamwork with a local attorney in Texas, 

Angela was able to re-enroll Amarion in school. Today, Angela and her son are no 
longer homeless, and Amarion is thriving—and has a chance for a better future. 
 

As documented in our new report, No Barriers, children who change schools two or 
more times each school year are 50% less likely to graduate high school. Those who do 

not complete high school will face at least a $9,000 penalty every year on their 
economic earnings throughout their lifetime.  
 

Your help, teamed with our legal expertise,  ensures  that children are protected under 
the federal McKinney-Vento Act,  which guarantees for all homeless children, the right 

to:  
 Stay in their same school, even if they are temporarily housed in a different district; 

 Receive transportation to and from school; 

 Receive free school meals; 

 Access to a full range of school services including special ed and gifted programs, 
sports and other extracurricular activities.  

. 

We were so pleased to honor Angela for her advocacy for her son’s educational rights 
with our Personal Achievement Award at our 2016 McKinney-Vento Awards 

ceremony. 
 

In her moving remarks accepting her award, Angela said: “We need everyone to 

understand how homelessness affects a child's ability to succeed in school…and what 
schools can do to alleviate the potentially harmful effects of homelessness on children.” 

Unfortunately, many are not as fortunate as Angela and Amarion.  
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This past year, we celebrated major victories, including major new federal legislation 
strengthening the education rights of the over 1.6 million homeless children — children like 

Amerion—across the country, winning bi-partisan support in Congress.  
 

Other victories included winning new rights for survivors of domestic violence, protecting their 
housing rights so they don’t have to choose between staying with their abuser and becoming 
homeless. We defended the voting rights of homeless and other low income people, and won 

major victories in our fight against the criminalization of homelessness—and for housing. 
 

And on November 15th, we released our new report, Housing Not Handcuffs, showing marked 
increases in the crimilization of homelessness. The report garned national media attention, 
including the enclosed article from the New York Times, helping the Law Center and our 

partners around the country make the case that criminalization is inhumane, ineffective, 

and costly—and that housing people instead makes fiscal, moral and policy sense.  We 

simultaneously launched our new national campaign with the same name – to redirect law and 
policy away from criminalization and towards housing homeless people instead. See our web site 
www.nlchp.org to learn more about the Law Center’s 2016 accomplishments.  

 
We would not be able to achieve these victories without your help. Your financial contribution 

today will help individuals like Angela and Amarion, and help us continue our critical work to 
reform systems and defend the rights of people experiencing homelessness. Please see enclosed 
message from Angela and Amarion to see the impact of your support on their lives.   

 
Please consider making a donation of $1,000, $500, $250, $100, or another amount, to support 

the Law Center so we can continue our work and protect the rights of people who are the most 
vulnerable in our society – a gift of any size is truly appreciated. 
 

This is an especially challenging time. Please stand with us as we stand with those who are most 
at risk and work to ensure that all voices are heard.  

 
Thank you for your partnership, and for making our work possible. 
  

Sincerely, 

 
Maria Foscarinis  

Founder & Executive Director 
  
P.S. You can make your tax-deductible contribution today at www.nlchp.org/donate. 
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